
 

FIFA World Cup 2026 — Outright Winner Report 

With the FIFA World Cup outright market now relatively mature and over £3.6m 
matched on the Betfair Exchange, the focus shifts from identifying obvious 
contenders to finding the best balance between probability and value. 

The expanded 48-team format is expected to favour nations with: 

 elite squad depth,  
 tactical adaptability,  
 and the ability to navigate seven-match tournament variance.  

After assessing the current market, three standout selections emerge. 

 

Shortlisted Teams 

🇪🇸 Spain national football team @ 6.00 

Spain enter the tournament as arguably the strongest control-based side in world 
football. Their technical quality, possession structure, and ability to dictate tempo 
make them one of the safest outright selections in the field. 

The expanded World Cup format may suit Spain particularly well, as their style 
naturally conserves energy and limits chaotic match situations during the earlier 
stages. 

The primary concern is that the market has already priced much of this upside in, 
meaning outright value is thinner than with some rivals. However, their 
probability of reaching the latter stages remains extremely high. 

Value Assessment 



Estimated probability: 16% 
Fair value price: 6.25 
Market price: 6.00 
Value edge: -4.0% 

 

🇫🇷  France national football team @ 6.20 

France possess arguably the most complete tournament-winning profile in the 
competition. Their combination of physicality, depth, athleticism, and knockout 
experience makes them exceptionally well-equipped for World Cup football. 

Historically, tournaments are often won by teams capable of surviving difficult 
moments rather than dominating every match aesthetically — and France 
consistently excel in these scenarios. 

They appear to offer the strongest balance between outright probability and 
market value among the leading contenders. 

Value Assessment 

Estimated probability: 18% 
Fair value price: 5.55 
Market price: 6.20 
Value edge: +11.7% 

 

🇧🇷  Brazil national football team @ 10.50 

Brazil represent the high-upside value selection. While less structurally reliable 
than France or Spain, they arguably possess the highest attacking ceiling in the 
tournament outside the very top favourites. 

World Cups are frequently shaped by moments of individual brilliance, and Brazil 
remain one of the few nations capable of overwhelming elite opponents through 
sheer attacking quality and momentum. 



At double-figure prices, the market may still slightly underestimate their outright 
winning potential. 

Value Assessment 

Estimated probability: 11% 
Fair value price: 9.10 
Market price: 10.50 
Value edge: +15.4% 

 

Summary 

This three-team outright portfolio offers strong stylistic and strategic balance: 

 Spain national football team provide control, stability, and consistency.  
 France national football team offer the strongest overall tournament 

profile.  
 Brazil national football team bring the highest upside relative to price.  

Importantly, the shortlist also avoids several potentially over compressed market 
positions, particularly where public money may have reduced outright value. 

Recommended Outright Portfolio 

MARKET: FIFA World Cup 2026 — Outright Winner 

✓ France national football team @ 6.20 

✓ Spain national football team @ 6.00 

✓ Brazil national football team @ 10.50 

 


