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Group A
Teams

« Mexico

« South Africa

« South Korea

« Czech Republic

Group A features co-hosts Mexico alongside South Africa, South Korea, and Czech
Republic. On paper, it is one of the more balanced groups in the tournament, with
no traditional elite European or South American powerhouse present.

1 Group Overview
v Group Difficulty: Moderate

v Market Narrative: Mexico expected to qualify comfortably due to home
advantage and seeding.

v Potential Market Inefficiency: South Korea and Czech Republic may be closer
in strength than qualification prices imply.

v Key Question: Does Mexico justify favourite status at short odds, or is there
better value elsewhere?



2 Team Profiles

Mexico

Estimated Qualification Probability: 78%
Positives

v Co-host nation

v Vast tournament experience

v Familiar conditions

v Traditionally strong group-stage performer
Concerns

v Recent tournaments have seen limited progression beyond Round of 16
v Attacking ceiling not at elite level

v Increased pressure from home expectations

Assessment

Mexico remain deserved favourites to qualify. The expanded format also benefits
them, reducing qualification risk.

South Korea
Estimated Qualification Probability: 62%

Positives
v Technically strong squad

v High-intensity pressing style



v Consistent World Cup qualification history

v Strong tactical organisation

Concerns

v Sometimes struggle against physically stronger opposition
v Goal production can fluctuate

Assessment

Arguably the most balanced team in the group outside Mexico.

Potentially underrated by casual markets.

Czech Republic
Estimated Qualification Probability: 48%

Positives

v European tactical structure

v Competitive qualifying campaign

v Physical profile suits tournament football
Concerns

V' Lack of elite attacking talent

v Limited margin for error
Assessment

A genuine contender for second place.



Likely to be involved in a direct qualification battle with South Korea.

South Africa

Estimated Qualification Probability: 32%
Positives

v Athletic profile

v Capable of frustrating stronger teams

v Dangerous in transition

Concerns

v Lowestoverall squad quality in the group
V' Limited World Cup pedigree

V' Finishing efficiency concerns
Assessment

Clear outsiders but not without upset potential.

Could become an important spoiler.

3 Group Qualification Model

Team Qualification Probability
Mexico 78%
South Korea 62%

Czech Republic  48%
South Africa 32%



4 Key Group Dynamics

Mexico vs South Korea

Potential group winner decider.
Mexico likely controls possession.

South Korea capable of exploiting transitions.

South Koreavs Czech Republic
Potential qualification swing match.
Could effectively decide second place.

Likely low-scoring and tactically cautious.

South Africa's Role
South Africa may ultimately determine qualification outcomes.

Taking points from either South Korea or Czech Republic could dramatically alter
the group.

5 Qualification Summary
Most Likely Outcome

1 Mexico

2 South Korea

3 Czech Republic
4 South Africa



Market Assessment
Mexico appear correctly favoured.
The real value may exist in the battle for second place.

Many bettors will automatically gravitate toward Mexico, but the stronger angle
may be identifying which side emerges from the South Korea vs Czech Republic
battle.

6 Ante-Post Recommendation
Primary Selection

v Market: To Qualify From Group
v Selection: South Korea

v Estimated Probability: 62%

v Fair Price: 1.61

Secondary Value Angle

v Market: To Qualify From Group
v Selection: Czech Republic

v Estimated Probability: 48%

v Fair Price: 2.08



7 Value Assessment

Team Est. Probability Fair Price
Mexico 78% 1.28
South Korea 62% 1.61
Czech Republic  48% 2.08
South Africa 32% 3.13

Early World Cup Report View
This is not a group where backing the favourite appears particularly attractive.

The stronger ante-post angle is likely to come from correctly assessing the South
Korea vs Czech Republic qualification race.

At first glance:
v/ Mexico remain strong favourites to advance.
v South Korea appear the most likely second qualifier.

v Czech Republic are capable of upsetting market expectations if priced
generously.

v South Africalook more dangerous as a spoiler than a genuine qualification
candidate.

This is exactly the type of group where ante-post value can emerge once Betfair
gualification markets settle and public money begins concentrating on the seeded
nation.



