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FTR: Friday 2 October 2026

Good day,

| hope this finds you well ahead of Friday evening’s UEFA Nations League
encounter in Paris, where France host Italy at the Stade de France.

France enter the match as strong favourites after beginning the new Nations
League campaign with consecutive victories and clean sheets. Italy responded
impressively to an opening defeat against Belgium by scoring four in Turkiye,
however, and their attacking threat makes this a more interesting contest than
the Match Odds price alone suggests.

Match Details

Match: Francev ltaly

Competition: UEFA Nations League — League A, Group 1
Date: Friday 2 October 2026

Kick-Off: 19:45 GMT

Venue: Stade de France, Saint-Denis

FIFA Rankings: France #3 | Italy #15

Head-to-Head

v The countries last met during the 2024/25 Nations League, with each side
recording a 3—1 away victory.

v Italy produced an excellent performance to defeat France 3—1 in Paris in
September 2024.

v Franceresponded in Milan two months later, winning 3—1 to finish above Italy
at the top of their Nations League group.
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v Both of those meetings therefore produced four goals and both teams scored.

v France’s 3—1 victory in ltaly is particularly relevant because it was achieved
without Kylian Mbappé, demonstrating that France possess sufficient attacking
depth to trouble Italy even without their captain.

Recent Form Snapshot

France

v Last 10 matches: W8 L2

v Goals: 22 scored | 10 conceded | +12 GD
v Average goals scored: 2.20 per match

v Average goals conceded: 1.00 per match
v Clean Sheets: 6/10

France’s recent record has been compiled against an unusually strong level of
international opposition.

Their ten-match sample includes World Cup fixtures against Senegal, Norway,
Sweden, Paraguay, Morocco, Spain and England, followed by Nations League
matches away to Tirkiye and Belgium.

Francereached the World Cup semi-finals after winning six consecutive
tournament matches. Their two defeats in the sample came against Spain in the
semi-final and England in the third-place match.

The change of manager has subsequently produced an encouraging response.
Zinédine Zidane has begun his France tenure with consecutive 1-0 away victories
against Turkiye and Belgium.

Most impressively, France defeated Belgium despite making nine changes to the
team that had beaten Turkiye.

Italy



v Recent competitive form remains positive overall, although considerably more
mixed against stronger opposition.

v Italy failed to qualify for the 2026 World Cup after drawing 1-1 with Bosnia-
Herzegovina and losing the subsequent penalty shootout.

v They subsequently recorded consecutive 1-0 friendly victories away to
Luxembourg and Greece.

v Nations League: W1 L1 | 4 scored | 3 conceded

Italy began the current Nations League campaign with a disappointing 2—0 home
defeat against Belgium.

However, their response was impressive. Roberto Mancini’s side travelled to
Turkiye three days later and won 4-1, demonstrating that their attacking
potential should not be underestimated.

There is nevertheless a noticeable difference between ltaly’s results against elite
opposition and those accumulated against weaker sides. Their recent victories
have largely come against teams below France’s level, while Norway defeated
them 4—1 in Italy during World Cup qualification and Belgium subsequently won
2-0in Italy.

Key Tactical Notes

v France hold a substantial underlying quality advantage as the world’s #3 ranked
team compared with Italy at #15.

v France have won eight of their last ten matches despite facing a very strong
collection of opponents.

v Their World Cup runincluded victories over Senegal, Norway, Sweden,
Paraguay and Morocco before eventual defeats against Spain and England.

v Zidane’s tenure has begun with consecutive away victories and consecutive
clean sheets against Tlrkiye and Belgium.



v/ The 1-0 victory in Belgium is particularly encouraging because France made
nine changes and were without Kylian Mbappé.

v Mbappé’s absence is nevertheless significant. He remains France’s principal
attacking threat and his absence reduces the attraction of the more aggressive
France-1.5 handicap.

V' Italy remain capable of scoring. Their 4—1 victory away to Tirkiye provides a
clear warning against assuming another France clean sheet.

v Italy also scored in both Nations League meetings with Francein 2024,
including three goals in their previous visit to Paris.

v Both 2024 Nations League meetings finished 3—1, meaning France & Over 2.5
Goals would have landed in the most recent meeting, while Italy’s earlier 3—-1
victory illustrates the principal risk.

v France’s defensive improvement under Zidane makes a 2—-0 home victory
entirely plausible, but Italy’s attacking quality also keeps 2—1 and 3-1 firmly in
consideration.

Injuries / Absentees

France: Kylian Mbappé (Forward) —out with a knee tendon injury; Ibrahima
Konaté (Defender) also unavailable.

Italy: Italy enter with a comparatively settled core available, with Mancini
expected to retain much of the side that defeated Turkiye 4-1.

Summary

Match Odds: France 1.48 | Draw 5.20 | Italy 7.00
BTTS Yes: 1.80

Over 2.5 Goals: 1.63

France & Over 2.5 Goals: 2.10

France-1.5:2.34

France are deserved favourites.



The world #3 side have won eight of their last ten matches despite a schedule
containing several of the strongest international teams in the world. Their World
Cup run was excellent until the semi-final stage, and the transition to Zidane has
subsequently produced two victories from two without conceding.

The 1.48 Match Odds price, however, offers little attraction for an FTR position.

France-1.5 at 2.34 initially appears more interesting. France possess enough
guality to win this fixture comfortably, while Italy have suffered 4—1 and 2-0
home defeats against Norway and Belgium respectively within their broader
recent sample.

There is one important problem with the handicap.

France are without Mbappé and their firsttwo games under Zidane have both
finished 1-0. Requiring them to defeat a capable Italian side by at least two goals
therefore introduces a meaningful additional risk.

France & Over 2.5 Goals at 2.10 provides a slightly different route.

Italy demonstrated their attacking capability by scoring four away to Tirkiye, and
both France—Italy Nations League meetings in 2024 produced four goals. France
won the mostrecent meeting 3—1 in Milan, while Italy had previously won by the
same scorelinein Paris.

Importantly, the combination position allows Italy to contribute towards the goals
requirement.

A 2—1 or 3—-1 Francevictory succeeds, whereas France -1.5 requires a minimum
two-goal winning margin. Given Italy’s attacking ability and France’s missing
personnel, that distinction improves the robustness of the combination market.

A 2-0 France victory is the obvious danger because it wins the handicap position
but fails the Over 2.5 requirement.

On balance, however, France & Over 2.5 Goals at 2.10 provides the stronger
combination of price, probability and robustness.



Recommendation

MARKET: Match Odds & Over/Under 2.5 Goals
SELECTION: France to Win & Over 2.5 Goals
PRICE / POINTS:2.10/5

Robustness Rating: 7.4 /10

France’s underlying quality advantage provides the foundation for the position.

They have won eight of their last ten matches despite facing substantially
stronger opposition than Italy have encountered across much of their recent
schedule. Their new Nations League campaign has also begun with consecutive
away victories and clean sheets.

Italy's 4—1 victory in Tlrkiye should not be dismissed. Rather than weakening the
France position entirely, however, it makes the combination market particularly
interesting because Italy scoring once can assist the Over 2.5 component.

The recent head-to-head record supports that interpretation. Both Nations
League meetings in 2024 finished 3—1, with each country winning once.

Mbappé’s absence prevents the robustness rating moving towards the 8/10 level
and is also the principal reason for preferring this position over France -1.5.

France have sufficient squad depth to compensate — as demonstrated by winning
in Belgium after nine changes — but Italy are strong enough that a narrow home
victory remains a realistic outcome.

At 2.10, the combination provides a better FTR entry point than the short1.48
Match Odds price while avoiding the requirement for France to win by two clear
goals.

Value Assessment

Estimated Probability: 50%

Fair Value Price: 2.00

Market Price: 2.10

Value: +5.00% (Moderate Value)



Overall, France & Over 2.5 Goals @ 2.10 provides the strongest FTR position from
the markets supplied.

France’s strength-adjusted form, home advantage and exceptional squad depth
establish the underlying case for the home victory. Italy’s recent4—1 win in
Turkiye and their goals in both recent meetings with France provide additional
support for using the goals combination rather than relying upon a two-goal
handicap victory.

The principal risks are Mbappé’s absence and France’s two consecutive 1-0
results under Zidane. Those factors keep both the estimated probability and
robustness rating relatively conservative.

FTR Selection: France & Over 2.5 Goals @ 2.10 — 5 points
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